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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—Sr. JOHN vil: 16, 17. 
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Tue following discourse was delivered by Elder George Teasdale at the 
General Conference of the Church in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
October 6, 1894. 

I hope that the same Spirit that has inspired the speakers in this 
conference may be granted unto me while I shall address you. 

With regard to the Mexican Mission, my field of labor, I wish to say 
that we are as successful as could be expected. Some of our settle- 
ments require more colonists; especially is this the case in Sonora. 
Getting out the water and putting it on the land requires some solid 
bone and muscle. We need good pioneers, men that are practical 
workers, and who are able to subdue the elements; for in the establish- 
ment of settlements, as well as in the preaching of the Gospel, it re 
quires men of nerve and determination. Every organization in the 
Mexican Mission, lam happy to say, is complete. There is a presidency, 
there are two patriarchs, a high council, bishops, and teachers, relief 
societies, young men’s and young ladies’ mutual improvement associa- 
tions, primaries, Sabbath schools, and day schools. We have all the diffi- 
culties to meet that are incident to the formation of new settlements. 
Our aged brethren, who helped to lay the foundation of this territory, 
know the obstacles that they had to contend with, and those who have 
been favored with experience in opening new settlements, and in making 
the barren places “blossom like the rose,” know what a glorious work it 
is to be engaged in, and fully understand the necessity of hard labor as 
well as of patience, faith, hope, and sterling integrity. 

I have been wonderfully impressed at this conference with the necessity 

of repentance for all. I think the Saints who have listened to the burning 
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words that have been uttered by the inspired servants of God realize that 
our Heavenly Father requires us to repent and to turn unto Him with full 
purpose of heart if we desire to prosper in the Jand. The promise was 
made many years ago to the ancient inhabitants who dwelt upon this 
continent that those who would serve God and keep His commandments 
should prosper in the land. And this is the word of the Lord to us to-day. 
We are told that if we desire to be a prosperous people we must be a God- 
fearing people; that we must not be hearers of the word alone, but doers 
of it also. I tell our little children in our Sabbath schools that the reason 
we are here in this state of probation is for the purpose of making a good 
record, the record of a well spent life, and that the foundation of such a 
life is laid in our youth. As we lay the foundation, so are we likely to 
build upon it. Although we make every allowance for the exuberance of 
youth, if our children desire to be successful in this life they must not lay 
the foundation in bad habits. It is easier to resist these habits in youth 
than it is in after life. It is so satisfactory to men and women to have 
the record of a well-spent life. There cannot be true liberty without 
virtue. Chastity, purity of thought and holiness of life alone can produce 
peace and lasting happiness. Under the influence and power of the Spirit 
of God we realize our own weakness, our own nothingness, and how 
dependent we are upon our Heavenly Father for everything that we 
enjoy or ever expect to enjoy. I have thought what must be the feelings 
of men in the Church who are under the baneful influences arising from 
the use of tobacco, intoxicants, or from other bad habits. What excuse 
can be given? What can we say to our file leaders; what can we say to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in justification of anything of the kind? Let me 
ask my brethren, if there are any here under those influences, have you 
any faith? Do you not believe in God? Do you not believe that it is by 
His grace that we are able to overcome? Overcome what? Our bad dis- 
positions, our bad habits, our evil propensities. Is not this promised to 
us in its most literal sense? Our Father hath said, “Though our sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” Unto whom does he say so? 
To the sinner. When we go and preach the Gospel we carry these glad 
tidings of great joy; and what are the conditions required? That we shall 
cease to do evil. Is it not evil to set a bad example in the midst of Israel? 
Is it not evil to be under the influence of pernicious habits? Is it not 
time that we should repent and that we should call unto the Lord that 
He would give us power over our bad habits, and enable us to set a godly 
example in the midst of Israel? My fellow laborers, I can assure you that 
you will have the faith and the prayers of the Presidency and the Twelve 
Apostles that God will give you grace, to overcome and put away all your 
evils. My feelings of compassion go forth to men under these baneful in- 
fluences. When I was engaged in business in this city, a friend of mine 
On one occasion came to me for some tobacco, and he said to me, “Brother 
George, I would give all that I possess if I could overcome this baneful 
habit.” A good sister, purchasing tobacco for her husband said, “Brother 
Teasdale, we are obliged to have tobacco, for there is no living in the 
house with the man unless he has his tobacco.” In either case was the 
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man a bad man? No, each was a faithful laborer in his sphere. God had 
gathered them from the islands of the sea. They knew that the Gospel 
was true. But they had not strength of character to overcome this habit. 
One was a friend of mine, that I had known when I was traveling and 
preaching the Gospel. He and his family would give the best that they 
had to the servants of God, and would turn out of their beds that the 
Elders might have a comfortable place to lay their heads, treating them 
as they would our divine Master. Do you not think that I have tender 
compassion for such men? I have. They are my fellow laborers. They 
are men whom the Lord has thought fit to gather to Zion and to ordain 
with priesthood, and whose grace is able to give them strength to over- 
come all evil habits. 

A powerful influence rested upon the servants of God while speaking 
yesterday on the Word of Wisdom and the necessity of paying tithing. 
What was the word of the Lord to Israel? It was, Repent, O ye, my people, 
put away all your pernicious habits, sanctify yourselves before the Lord, 
and prepare for His kingdom and coming. The question is, will we do it? 
will Ido it? It comes to me as to every individual member of the Church. 
Will the boys and the young men say, “As for me, I am going to prepare 
myself for the kingdom of God and the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
O my young brethren, that you would be wise, and that while these 
habits are yet new to you you would rise in the dignity of the children of 
Zion, born heirs of the everlasting covenant, and say, “As for me, by the 
grace of God, I will put away every bad habit, and will separate myself 
from evil companions and examples.” If we want prosperity, if we want 
to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the truth, let us hearken to the 
word of the Lord, and with broken hearts and contrite spirits let us call 
upon Him in mighty prayer, and ask Him to deliver us from our besetting 
sins. And, as I have said, for our encouragement we have the prayers and 
the faith of the authorities of the Church, who speak as they are moved 
upon by the Spirit of God. The Lord knows their hearts; He knows they 
are touched with the infirmities of the people, and they plead before Him 
to have mercy upon His heritage. Oh! that we would rise up in the 
dignity of our calling and plead before the God of Israel, and no longer 
feel, “I cannot do it,” but say, “J will, by the grace of God.” It is only 
by His grace that we are enabled to do anything. What have we but 
what the Lord has given us? We are so self-sufficient sometimes, in our 
estimation, we think we are wonderful financiers if we are successful, and 
sometimes sit in judgment upon those who are not so fortunate. I do not 
consider that this is a right spirit. Should we not acknowledge the hand 
of our Heavenly Father in all things? We talk about financial pressure. 
There never was a time when we ought to be more strict in the payment 
of our tithing than now. You that are in financial difficulties, I say unto 
you, that if you will pay your tithing honestly and acceptably before the 
Lord, and your offerings for the poor, God will deliver you from your 
financial difficulties. If you doubt it, try it. “Prove Me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive 
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it." © Thiat-is the word of the Lord to the people. The question is, will we 
-do it? ‘The Lord will have our hearts or nothing. If He has our hearts, 
‘then He will have everything that we posses. He has given us all that we 
enjoy to-day. May.I ask you what you expect to enjoy in the future that 
you do not look to our Heavenly Father to bestow? I do not know any- 
‘thing that I have but what the Lord has given me and it belongs to Him. 
‘Lam merely a steward, and there is nothing I look forward to in the 
‘future but I expect to receive from His hands. I acknowledge His hand 
in all things to the best of my endeavor. And I know it is the mind and 
will of the Lord that the people should repent. These were my feelings 
‘under the inspiration of the Spirit that rested upon those who have 
addressed us. They direct our labors; we strive to be their faithful 
‘servants and sustain them in their positions. We do not merely hold up 
our hands at Conference, and covenant with Almighty God to sustain 
them as Prophets, Seers, and Revelators, and as the Presidency of the 
‘Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and then go on the street 
corners and sit in harsh judgment upon them and their doings. That is 
‘not the way to sustain the Presidency. That is not keeping our covenants. 
‘We have covenanted to sustain them, and if we want to understand 
what they are doing, let us have faith to ask the Lord to open our eyes, 
that we may see and thus be in harmony with Him and His servants. 
That is what I want. I want to be in harmony with the Spirit of the 
‘Lord. “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My 
‘ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” 
How. can we sit in judgment? By what right and authority? Are we living 
our religion? Are we keeping the commandments of God? Is there 
greater light and intelligence given to us than to them? One would some- 
times think so, to hear the unfortunate reflections of men who love to sit 
in judgment upon others. It would be a thousand times better for us if 
we would sit in judgment upon ourselves, and criticise our own weaknesses 
and our own nothingness. 

, ' I pray God that He will have compassion upon us, and upon His heritage 
: and give my brethren power to overcome all their bad habits and to be 
| exemplary men in the midst of Israel. Thisis my prayer, and it is the 
prayer of my beloved fellow-laborers. They plead for the heritage of 
God. Who could listen to the discourse of President Lorenzo Snow 
yesterday and not feel his own littleness? How unworthy we are to dream 
| of attaining to the heights of glory and excellency he portrayed as being 
promised unto usin the Gospel of the Redeemer! Shall we be an ungrate- 
ful people, or shall we be determined, by the grace of God, to do His will 
and keep His commandments? Oh! my brethren and sisters, as I desire to 
be saved, as I desire your salvation, and that we should not only be 
associated together here in the establishment of His righteousness upon 
the earth, but that we shall be associated together throughout the count- 
less ages of eternity in the presence of our Father—as these are my 
feelings, Ido entreat you, I entreat myself, to be reconciled to God and 
accept of eternal conditions. | know how we feel when we are in meeting. 
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I know whien we are under the droppings of the sanctuary; whén the: 
burning influence of the Spirit of God is in our very bones, we feel that.we 
will never again be guilty of doing a wrong thing; but when we get 
outside, and in the battle of life, and under the pernicious influences that 
lead to destruction, we weaken, and we are guilty of wrong doing. ‘That 
old pipe cannot be laid aside; that cigarette is bound to be smoked. “I 
shall have the headache all day if I don’t take a cup of tea.” “I shall 
never survive, if I don’t take my coffee” That is the feeling we have, and 
we justify ourselves in it. What is the philosophy of tea and coffee 
drinking? Why do we take it? Well, it’s a warm drink, and it is comfort- 
ing tous. What do you want to send to China for? What do you want ta 
send to Mexico and the Islands of the sea for? Why do you not take somé 
native barley and roast it, and take your warm drink? Why do you not 
take some native herbs and make your own tea, if you are obliged to have 
the warm drink? If you cannot drink cold water or cold milk, take it warm 
I say this especially to these aged brethren and sisters. An aged sister 
said to me the other day: “It will never do; I can’t drink any more tea or 
coffee.” What's the matter? Why, it was under the influenceand power of 
the Spirit of God that was upon my brethren in their addresses that con- 
viction came to her heart, and to a great many others that were present. — 

Now, I say, be kind to yourselves, be wise in your day and generation, 
be careful and do not put yourselves in bondage. What you do, do when 
you are converted, and when you are converted, convert your brethren. 
I am reminded of an incident that occurred while I was traveling in 
London. Going to a sister’s house to tea, in company with some of the 
brethren, we sat down and had warm milk and water, and she did not 
drink any tea. You know it is common in England to drink tea, just as 
common as it is to drink coffee in the States, and I said to her, “Good 
sister, don’t you drink tea?” She said, “No, Brother Teasdale.” I said, 
“How is that?” “Well,” she said, “I see that the Elders who visit me 
never drink tea, they always drink water or warm water and milk, and I 
thought that if they could do without it, I could.” “Well,” I said, “what 
has been the result? Do you feel as well since you have given up your 
habit of drinking tea?” “Oh, Brother Teasdale,” she said, “I feel a great 
deal better, for while I was drinking tea, I was subject to nervousness 
and was low spirited, but since I have quit, I have been another woman.” 
We can overcome these habits if we want to. I was raised on tea and 
coffee, like the rest of the English; but the Lord has delivered me, inso- 
much that I cannot take any credit to myself for not drinking tea or 
coffee, simply because I do not want it. I have no desire for it now, con- 
sequently I cannot say that there is any particular credit to me. I can 
bear my testimony, however, that God has delivered me from bad habits 
through faith and prayer. Hence I can say to my beloved brethren and 
sisters that. there is a God in Israel who hears and answers prayer, and 
if it is the desire of our hearts to keep His commandments, He will help 
us to doit. [ama living testimony of this, and that is the reason I say 
‘to you who are under these influences, ask the Lord for strength to resist 
them and He will deliver you. I heard of an old gentleman who came 


} 


6 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


into this country at the time when they used to bring the emigration by 
teams. He had lived in Scotland and had been addicted there to snuffing, 
and that practice has just as much influence over a person as anything. 
When he came to the point in Emigration Canyon where he could see the 
city (not such a delightful looking city as it is to-day by any means), he 
quietly took a pinch of snuff, then laid down his box, walked away from 
it and never touched snuff afterwards. There are men who have had the 
tobacco habit born and bred in them. They commenced it as children. 
They came into this Church, they understood the Word of Wisdom, the 
requirements of the servants of God, and in order that they might be 
clean men they have been able, by the grace of God, to overcome this 
habit and put it away, insomuch that to-day it is repulsive to them. 

I say this in encouragement to any that are under these baneful influ- 
ences. God bless you, my beloved brethren, who are subject to these 
habits. God bless you and deliver you from your trouble, for I know it 
is a curse to you. You feel ashamed of yourself, especially when you 
come into the society of the servants of God, and you hear the word of 
the Lord that you should not be guilty of these things. You feel humili- 
ated to the dust and wish you could overcome it, and I have pointed out 
the way. I say unto you, go in faith to your Heavenly Father, and ask 
Him for the promise and He will deliver you from all evil. I am sorry 
when I see little boys smoking cigarettes. I wish they would be more 
kind to themselves. It is through the pernicious example of their elders. 
They think it manly tosmoke. It is manly to overcome bad habits; it is 
manly to resist evil and to do right; it is manly to be meek; to be gentle, 
and to overcome our bad dispositions. Do you not believe these princi- 
ples? I am thoroughly converted to them, and I have been converted by 
the power of God’s Spirit. He has delivered me, and I know that He has 
delivered my brethren. Sometimes we get over harsh towards those who 
are not yet delivered. As God has been merciful to us in delivering us 
from pernicious habits, so I plead that the same kindness may be extended 
to my fellow-laborers. 

Brethren and sisters, [ am happy beyond expression to be with you and 
to be your humble servant and fellow-laborer in the glorious cause of the 
Redeemer. I know that God lives. [ know that Jesus is the Christ. I 
know that by faith and prayer miracles can be wrought, not only to the 
healing of the sick, but to the overcoming of our bad propensities, I 
know that Joseph Smith was a true servant of the Son of God, and that 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, presided over by Presi- 
dents Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith, is the 
Church of the living God. I bear this solemn testimony to you, and 
rejoice that I have the privilege. You may ask me how I know it. I 
have had an experience of over forty years in it. I have seen the power. 
of God manifested. I have seen the signs follow the believer. Above all, 
I have had the witness of the Holy Spirit. No matter what course I may 
take in the future, though I may be overcome and fall away, it will never 
invalidate this testimony, for I testify, in all solemnity that God has 
spoken from the Heavens, He has established His Church upon the earth, 
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and blessed are they who have ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to 
comprehend the glorious principles of this everlasting Gospel. 

I wish to testify that I am in harmony with the First Presidency and 
the Apostles, and that I strive, in my weak way, to magnify my calling 
and to fulfil the individual mission that our Heavenly Father has given 
unto me. May He give us all grace to accomplish the missions that He 
has given unto us. We have come many miles to hear the word of the 
Lord, and I am well repaid, if I do not hear another word, for my long 
journey and the difficulties and fatigues thereof. I suppose there is not a 
man or woman that has come to Conference but that feels to say, “Glory 
be to the God of Israel, who hath spoken in these days, who feeds us with 
the bread of life, and who teaches us of His ways, that we may walk in His 
paths.” That we may have the understanding heart and grace to over- 
come and endure unto the end in His kingdom is my earnest prayer, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The weather was colder in New York on December 28 than it has been for fourteen 
years past. 

Sir John Thompson, Promir ofthe Dominion of Canada ded mddenly at Windor on 
the afternoon of December 12. 


discovered by Dr. Froelich, who will describe the process soon. It is understood to be an 
electric process based on the action of ozone. 


A terrible storm has nearly destroyed the Biblical seaport of Jaffa, or Joppa. Twelve 
houses have already fallen, and fifty more will, undoubtedly, share the same fate. The 
storm lasted for several days, and a number of the inhabitants have perished. 


There are said to be herds of wild camels in the desert of Arizona. They were taken to 
America nearly fifty years ago by Jefferson Davis, when he was Secretary of War. He 
thought they would be useful for the army in the Western deserts, but the civil war 
coming on they were suffered to run wild. 


The large cathedral in Mexico after having been carefully examined has been closed on 
account of the damages which it has suffered during the last earthquake. The walls show 
large cracks and parts of the masonry threaten to fall down. Many private houses in 
the city have also been damaged heavily; some to the extent that they have become unin- 
habitable. 


One of the most violent gales that has visited England for many years began on December 
21, and continued with increasing fury during the greater part of December 22. It was 
felt with especial severity on the west coast of England, but also blew with great force in 
the Midlands, in the north of England, and over a large part of Ireland and Scotland. 
The destruction both of shipping and of property in inland districts has been very 
extensive, and a great many lives have been lost. Numerous wrecks occurred on both 
sides of the Irish Sea, and the ‘foundering and stranding of vessels, with the loss of the 
whole or a portion of their crews are reported from Holyhead, Liverpool, and other 
places. Chimney stacks and buildings were blown down in Liverpool, Manchester, 
Lancaster, Preston, Blackburn, Sheffield, Pudsey, Leeds, Bradford, Bolton, Belper, 
Derby, Wakefield, Hull, Grimsby, Haslingden, Trowbridge, Dublin, Belfast, Newry, 
Lurgan, and many places in Scotland, and in most cases these disasters were attended by 
loss of life or serious personal injury. 
the 28. 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 1895. 


FULL DEVOTION DEMANDED. 


“He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of 
me.”—Matt. x: 37, 38. 

‘To a man ambitious of worldly honor and fame these words of Jesus are 
the opposite of eneouraging. The prospects of breaking the most agree- 
able ties and of severing the happiest connections are not pleasing to con- 
template. The Savior began His ministry in a manner that offered no 
inducements of a worldly nature to His followers. His sermon on the 
mount is a series of promises leading those who believed on Him to look 
for opposition and persecution from a majority of the world. Men fearful 
of losing their reputation, or their riches, would shrink from Him rather 
than be drawn toward Him. His followers were not to travel along paths 
strewn with flowers; their life henceforth was to be devoted to the spread- 
ing of truth among a people, many of whom wished not to receive it. 

To be accepted of God, men must put themselves entirely in His hands. 
Abraham had to give his son; Jonah had to warn wicked Nineveh; Daniel 
had to brave the fury of lions; the three Hebrew children had to defy the 
fiery furnace; John the Baptist was imprisoned and put to death; all the 
Apostles suffered in various ways; the disciples “took joyfully the spoiling 
of their goods:” God required these at the hands of His children as a test 
of fidelity to Him. Men would seek to ayoid such difficulties if they con- 
sulted their natural feelings. The young man who came to Jesus enquir- 
ing what he should do to inherit eternal life went away sorrowful when 
told to sacrifice all his earthly possessions. It was not sufficient for him 
to have kept the commandments up to that time, but from then to the end 
of his days he was to take up the cross and follow Jesus. The trial tested 
him in a weak spot and he was found wanting. 

Just the same requirements are now made of us as always have been 
made of God’s people. Wecan not serve two masters; whether the Gospel 
find us in the world or in Zion, it comes to us demanding our time, our 
means, our life, and our all, if God should see fit to require them of us. A 
partial or an incomplete sacrifice is not acceptable to Him; He is a jealous 
God, we are told. Our desire for gold and silver, houses and lands, is not 
to displace reverence for our Father and love for the truth. 

- The faithful man when he knows a requirement is made of him from 
God, does not ask for all the reasons connected therewith, it is sufficient 
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that the Lord-demands it. Nor does he perform it unwillingly, knowing 
that through his obedience he will receive a blessing. What he gives must 
be given cheerfully, and what he does must be done freely, to obtain the 
greatest favor from the Almighty. The widow with her two mites offered 
more than all the rest of those that had given, because she kept nothing 
for herself; she gave even her living while the others had an abundance left. 

In obeying the Gospel we are required to forsake all evil habits, repent 
of our sins, and obey every commandment given us. Strict compliance with 
one or two principles is not enough; we must be willing to perform any 
number of ordinances that God requests of us, and submit ourselves to His 
direction, not seeking to justify our position, unless it accords with His 
word. Except we become as little children, willing to be taught in all 
things, we are not proper subjects for the kingdom of God; our whole 
nature must be brought into such a condition that the love of truth is 
uppermost in our minds. 

‘Unbelievers ask why it is that God imposes these strict conditions upon 
His children. They think people would be more likely to listen to the 
teachings and obey the commandments if worldly inducements of a 
pleasant nature were held out instead of discouraging prospects. Scoffers 
find that they can not continue in their sins and pretend to serve the 
‘Lord; His servants will rebuke them for their iniquities if they do not 
repent. The moral courage necessary to face friendly associates and resist 
their persuasive evil influences is not a part of the composition of weak- 
lings; placing themselves in opposition to that to which they have been 
accustomed, and sacrificing their goods and their good name is more than 
they can do. They are carried down the stream of popular prejudice to 
destruction. 

Could men but see how God rewards all the sacrifices of His children, 
both in a worldly and in a spiritual sense, they, doubtless, would try to obey 
His word. Were the reward in sight their faith could not be tested, which 
is a lesson that all persons must learn who would be called servants of 
God. They must labor for the love of truth, and not for the hope of worldly 
advancement. Surrounded by all these safeguards the Church of Christ 
‘is not troubled with applications for the admission of insincere candidates. 
Those who come in are willing to suffer the reproaches of men, and they 
cheerfully submit to trials that would crush a hypocrite and expose his 
baseness to the world. Our Father delights to honor and bless those who 
trustin Him. He is not afraid to give them a portion of this world’s 
goods, because, like Job, they are always ready to say: “The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

Those who have gone through the most trying circumstances, and who 
have made the greatest sacrifices, testify that the promises which God has 
‘made to His children have been verified in their behalf. In the midst of 
their afflictions the Holy Ghost has lifted them up and given them hope. 
Our brethren whose homes were taken from them in Missouri and Ilinois 
acknowledge the hand of God overjthem, and feel that in reality they haye 
‘lost nothing, but have gained much ; they have been rewarded in unéxpected 
‘ways, their deliverance from dangets now looks indeed miraculous. "They 
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were not working for the material things of the world, but for the love of 
trying experiences. The Savior’s promise has not been in vain so far as 
the truth, and they express no regret for having passed through such 
circumstances have permitted in this world: they confidently expect 
through endurance to the end to obtain that portion of the reward which 
pertains to the future world: “And every one that hath forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, for my 
name’s sake shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit everlasting 
life.”—Matt. xix: 29. B. 


KIND WORDS FROM A NON-“MORMON” 


WE insert the following letter from two Elders in Tennessee, to the Deseret 
News, to show the progress the Gospel is making in that section of the United 
States. Itis ten years since mob violence culminated in the murder of Elder 
Gibbs and Berry who were laboring in one of the Tennessee Counties :— 

This Conference (the East Tennessee) is in a prosperous condition, having 
increased its numbers from six (when we came here) to eighteen. Not 
only has it increased in number but in energy and success. Theclimate is 
delightful at all seasons of the year, and our Elders are all enjoying the 
best of health and spirits. We are laboring amongst the most warm- 
hearted and hospitable people on the face of the earth. Those who have 
dear ones in the Southern States need entertain no fears concerning their 
safety, for they are among people who would lay down their lives for our 
protection. The people of the South have been greatly misunderstood 
as has our cause among them, but the thinking classes begin to see some- 
thing among our people which attracts attention. To illustrate this fact 
we will (with the author’s consent) furnish a copy of a letter received by 
us after finishing the city of Greeneville: 

“My Dear Mr. Sloan—Your appreciated letter on the 24th inst. shall 
have reply. Thank you for it. It breathes much the Spirit that ought to 
advise humanity the world over. It is a gratification to find such evinced 
by adherents of any religion, or those of no religion. Humanity must 
ever be wider than any combination within or of it. WhenI was buta 


boy (I’m 59 now) I read a book that told me of the Mormons and their 


trials. (I forget the author.) The charm of the Mormon life somewhat 
lighted my own from that time, though this is not referable to any partic- 
ular, or general affinity, with the religious belief, but I discovered a 
certain indefinable halo in the life sphere of your people that hasever 
remained a mild but distinct fascination; one that I never sought to repress 
or dissipate. I can discover that Mormon association and influence 
develop character, which is becoming more needed every day in the main- 
tenance Of republican institutions in this land. All is certainly at this 
moment in a precarious state. Our nation has not yet, if we'll think of it, 


developed distinctively national character, up to now all remains a con- 


glomerate. The thought has come to me in this connection that the evolu- 
tion of the ‘national character’ may be by the Mormon community of Utah 
—monstrous as the conjecture would be regarded by most persons to-day. 
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Certainly there is in Mormonism (you'll understand I use the term in no 
sneering or contemptuous way—it comes familiar, is the reason), certainly 
there is a subtile (mystic we may term it) power in the life-habit, customs, 
socialism, of the Mormons that impresses the individuals of that community 
as a peculiar people; and withal one possessed of sterling virtue and 
essential beneficent, wise conservatism, yet nationally safely progressive in 
this age of progress. It has been for me an interesting inquiry latterly, 
where lurks the germ in all this American system made up of odds and 
ends of universal mankind, where will germinate and whence will hatch a 
typical, appropriate American character? The country lacks and needs it 
to-day. Mormonism assimilates the diverse, and smooths all to a homo- 
geneity and harmony that is most wonderful—no other association, or 
socialism in these last centuries has done the like, with any such marked 
and unerring effect and completeness as has, and does Mormonism. 
Indeed it behooves the world to stand in respectful awe of a society that 
presents such results. ‘By their fruits ye shall know them’ is an apt 
Scriptural assurance just here, as you have, no doubt, often thought. 

“The package of pamphlets you so kindly sent me I have read—Presi- 
dent Cannon’s ‘History of the Mormons’—with a deep interest and a fierce 
indignation on account of the outrages it tells of. Much if not all of these 
were before known to me, but aggregating these enormities in this succinct 
way is overwhelming to readers whose sense of humanity and justice has 
not become wholly effete, dead, brutal. With terse, terrible words the 
harrowing tale is told in small space. It is due to revered and still extant 
human instinct that remains to the race, we rejoice to know, that the story 
of Mormon wrong be openly, bravely, unflinchingly given to the wide 
world as that story veritably is. I don’t hesitate to receive as credible 
the recitals of the pamphlet, I would, for my country’s sake, they were 
exaggerated. My views as to religious matters are not likely to change. 
(I make no attempt to propagandise;) to each it may be safest to say, 
‘work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.’ If I can help my 
brother, I ought to gladly try, not to get him to adopt my view, but to 
find for himself that view to which the very highest in him assents. The 
work is then done. Each of us holds relation to the central cause of all 
causes, that is unique, no other exactly the same. I do violence to the 
individuality of my fellow to try to crowd and force him into my place, 
when there is a place, which is single and sole, to and for himself. I am 
sure I could live among Mormons, with no further participation in their 
religion than a sincere respect for it and for them in the observance of its 
rites, yet never be obnoxious to one of its adherents. _ 

“But this discussiveness is making my letter long. I'll hope to see your 
Elder Hayes when he will visit this place next. Thank you for kindness 
received as regards to reading matter. I’ve written somewhat freely, you'll 
easily discern. I guess that you are invited to do so in return at any time 
I can serve or interest you. I may be in some sense towards Mormonism 
a ‘Gentile’ but trust me I will not be a ‘Philistine.’ 

“Very cordially and kindly a friend, and that of your people, 

“Ropert M, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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‘ The above will give you an idea as to some of the people we meet. We 
are now almost ready to canvass Knoxville, a city of 50,000, and if any have 
friends or relatives here residing, we would appreciate a letter of introduc- 
tion, as such reference’s frequently open up a channel of communication, 
which results in good. We shall be pleased to hear from any one in this 
relation as early as convenient. To canvass a city of this size is no small 
task and a few years ago would be thought out of the question; but such 
is the progress of our work that we are no longer confined to the mountains 
and backwoods, but the wealthy and the great are hearing our message. 
The harvest truly is great but the laborers few. It seems that every 
young man in Zion should have this opportunity to defend his cause before 
the world. | 

' Ever praying for the onward progress of Zion, we remain your brethren 
in the cause of truth, | 
THomas W. 


+MY BANISHMENT FROM GIBRALTAR. 


Ow the eighth day of March, 1853, Elder Edward Stevenson and myself 
landed upon the Rock of Gibraltar, having taken vessel from England to 
that point whither we had been sent to labor as missionaries. On our sea 
voyage we became aquainted with the dock foreman at the Rock of 
Gibraltar, he having taken deck passage with us from Southampton to his 
home. By an unusual and unexpected occurrence we were enabled to enter 
the fortress without our arrival becoming known to the officials of that 
place, through the kindness of this dock foreman. When we alighted from 
the ship a cart was brought to him for his luggage, and he invited us to 
place our baggage in the same conveyance with his and accompany him to 
his home. As we were entirely unacquainted in that fortress, we were 
glad to accept the invitation. We passed through the gates without being 
questioned as to our right, he having been recognized and it doubtless 
being supposed by the guard that we were his friends for whom he would 
‘be responsible. 

- Right days elapsed before our presence in that garrison became known 
‘to the officials, and then the knowledge was imparted to them through 
our commencing the distribution of tracts, and through our application 
for the permission to preach. We were immediately summoned before 
‘the chief magistrate, who inquired as to our business and our intentions in 
visiting the Rock. We informed him that we were ministers of the Gospel, 


‘but when he learned that we were Mormons it was very evident that he 
‘was not in sympathy with our efforts. He gave me a permit to remain 


fifteen days in the place, and wrote at the bottom of this permit in red ink 


that it was not to be renewed. 


Brother Stevenson was situated somewhat differently, he having belt 
born in Gibraltar and claiming the privilege of spending whatever time 
he desired in his native place, could not be banished. The time allotted 
me for remaining I occupied with my companion in distributing tracts 


} 
| 
| 
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‘und te teaching the teuthe of ths “Godpel far’ ua wen 
‘presented. 

"As the day of my forced departure approached, I tried to aiirise sila 
‘means to relieve myself of the necessity of going, but it seemed impossible 
to avoid doing so. 1 applied to the American consul, a Mr. Sprague, 
offering him my“papérs, the contents of which he acknowledged on my 
statement without examining them. At his request I applied to the 
chief magistrate for the permission to remain longer, but he would not 
grant it. I then demanded of Mr. Sprague, that he make application in 
my behalf, as an American citizen, which he also did, but without avail. — 

In conversation with the consul, I learned that the cause of my banish- 
ment was the distributing of tracts. I said, “Mr. Sprague, I am not 
aware that there is any law forbidding the distribution of the word of 
God, as contained in the Holy Scriptures,” at which remark he seemed 
very much confounded, but finally said, “It is not that, Mr. Porter, but 
you know the cause of your banishment.” 

I replied, “Yes, I do. It is because of religious prejudice,” in which 
view he acquiesced. 

He spoke very kindly to meand régretted the necessity for my eupitiee 
To remain beyond the time fixed meant that I should be transported to 
Spain, and in that country I could expect no mercy, as the Catholics held 
almost unlimited sway and they would show me no mercy in the preaching 
of the word of God. I therefore went down to the harbor, and there saw 
a packet which had just arrived from Constantinople and was about to 
start for Southampton, England. I applied to the ticket agent to learn 
the cost of transportation. His reply was that £9 would be the fare. 1 
said, “My friend, my unfortunate circumstances will not allow me to pay 
such an amount,” when he interrupted me with the remark, “If you watt 
& passage, say so, you cannot get any cheaper fare than £9.” “htt 

My reply was, “Well I shall be unable to obtaina pasage-and I cannot go.” 

I turned sadly away, but had gone only a few steps, when [ heard'a 
voice speaking in the kindest manner, asking me to return, and turning 
about I saw the man who had addressed me-so gruffly a moment before, 
motioning me to come back. I retraced my steps and received from big 
‘an apology for his rudeness. He then asked me to take a seat and ‘™m ‘a 
moment or two he would listen to what I had to say. ee 

When he had attended to some business, he sat down: and’ ‘quiet 
listened to my whole story, at which he expressed his sincére regret, an 
spoke to me in the kindest possible manner. He then informed ‘me that 
there would be an opportunity to take deck passage to Southampton, if: SI 
so desired, the fare being four pounds. This amout I was' able to ‘pay 
and still leave some means for Brother Stevenson, who was to remain and 
preach the Gospel in Gibraltar. Deck passage means that one shall have 
the privilege of the deck but no bedding or food, such as the crew have 
and which are furnished by the ship company. 

It was with a sad heart that I bade Brother Stevenson good-bye, after 
my persistent, yet vain efforts to obtain permission to remain in n my 
appointed missionary field. 


| 
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I set sail about one o’ clock on the 1st day of April, 1853. When we got 
beyond the Straits of Gibraltar and into the Atlantic the wind became 
quite chilly, and as all the bedding had been left with Brother Stevenson 
for his use, I began to wonder what I should do in order to make myself 
comfortable during the night. With a prayerful heart to the Lord I 
approached the ship’s cook, telling him of my circumstances and my 
mission. He listened respectfully, and when I completed my narrative 
said he would speak to the chief steward concerning my case, though he 
knew it would be impossible for me to secure a berth, as himself and the 
steward, because of the crowded condition of the vessel, were compelled to 
make their beds on the table. He gave me my supper, however, and sub- 
sequently in my absence told the steward of my condition. 

About 9 o’clock I was called from the deck and shown a bed made on 
two benches placed together, which I was told I could occupy during the 
voyage, and could receive my meals in the cabin with the other passengers 
and be treated like them with this exception, that I could not be allowed 
liquors. I thanked my friends most heartily, and told them that this excep- 
tion would be no hardship whatever to me, as I never used strong drinks. 

After thanking the Lord for the manner in which He had softened the 
hearts, first of the shipping agent, and then of the cook and chief steward, 
I went to bed. My place of repose was almost as soft as down, and I 
slept as comfortably and as sweetly as I have ever done in my life. The 
kindness of my new friends continued until I reached England, in which 
country I spent four years and a half in preaching the Gospel, thus com- 
pleting my time in a way that I hope resulted in some good to myself as 
well as to others. 

Gibraltar proved to bea very unfruitful field. Notwithstanding the 
earnest efforts of Brother Stevenson, little results availed his efforts. It 
seemed as though the hearts of the people were as hard when the Gospel 
was preached as was the rock upon which this almost impregnable 
fortress is built.—N. T. Porter, in Contributor. 


FERDINAND DE LESSEPS. 


THE great French engineer Ferdinand de Lesseps died December 7, 1894, 
nearly ninety years old. This closes one of the most remarkable lives of 
this century, the study of which will afford many a valuable lesson to the 
thoughtful student. The proverbial fickleness of Dame Fortune was ex- 
perienced by De Lesseps in a greater degree, perhaps, than by any other 
historical character of modern times. 

He was born at Versailles November 19, 1805. He received an education 
to fit him for the diplomatic profession, and filled appointments to Portu- 
gal, Egypt, and Spain. When forty years old he conceived the grand 
scheme of constructing a naval highway from Europe to India by 
cutting a canal through the Isthmus of Suez. In January, 1856, he 
received a letter of concession from the Viceroy of Egypt. His scheme 
was not approved by some of the most prominent engineers of the age; 
Robert Stevenson among others doubted its practicability. In view of 
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the fact that England has received the greatest benefit from this enter- 
prise, it seems strange to read now that the English then looked upon this 
plan‘with so much suspicion and dislike. This fact, however, was not a 
detriment to De Lesseps in carrying out his plan; the French investors 
seemed the more eager to pour in their subscriptions when they found 
that it met with opposition in England. He had enormous difficulties to 
contend with; but his energy and enthusiasm were unbounded, and he 
was able to inspire his countrymen with confidence in his ability to accom- 
plish his project. 

The Suez Canal was completed in August 1869, and opened for use the 
following November. The successful engineer was honored by all nations. 
He was created a Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor, and he was knighted 
by Queen Victoria; the French Academy gave him the title of “Immortal,” 
and the “Society de Geographie” awarded him a large sum of money. 
Gambetta called him the “The great Frenchman,” and the French people 
almost idolized him. Had he died a few years ago he would have received 
@ more than royal funeral; all France would have gone into mourning and 
a costly mausoleum erected; but instead of this he received a quiet burial, 
the French government did not even send a letter of condolence to his 
widow. While honored by all other nations, his own people are pained 
at hearing his name mentioned. The idol has fallen to the ground; the 
national hero died convicted of fraud. Seldom has a fall been greater; but 
fate was kind to the old blind man and cast a veil over his memory. He 
was never conscious of the fact that on the 9th of February, 1893, he was 
sentenced to five year’s imprisonment. The world, however, was spared 
the pain of seeing the prison gates shut upon him. 

The completion of the Suez Canal was called the eighth wonder of the 
world: to be the successful accomplisher of this should have been honor 
sufficient for any one man; but at seventy-five De Lesseps still bubbled 
over with energy and love of enterprise. He proposed to the English 
government to cut another canal through the Isthmus of Suez, but that 
plan was not accepted. He then conceived the plan of cutting a canal 
through the Isthmus of Panama. In 1880 few had faith in the practica- 
bility of the project; but the old man had the courage and energy to raise 


& mammoth agitation. His enthusiasm was irresistible. He believed in . 


the scheme himself, and he made others believe in it too, as witness the fact 
that there were more than a million shareholders in the Panama company. 

He traveled through America, crossed and re-crossed the Isthmus of 
Panama, engaged a large corps of engineers, and set almost an army of 
laborers at work, and it seemed for a while as if he were again to succeed 
in his Titanic play with oceans and continents. He was a grand projector, 
but he proved to be no engineer nor financier. He estimated the cost of 
the undertaking not to exceed seven hundred million francs while it is now 
said that it will cost at least three thousand millions to complete it. The 
immense sums of money subscribed—exceeding by far a thousand million 
francs—were recklessly squandered ; gigantic frauds have been unearthed, 
not only among the contractors, but also among the very managers of 
the company. 
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